Rotary Club Downtown State College

Newsletter for August 11, 2005

Greetings fellow Rotarians!  Another great meeting of the club was called to order by President Teresa at 12:10 on August 11.  If you missed the meeting, we hope to see you next time.
Item:

Guests this week included:

Jerry Uppling of the Montoursville, PA Club, who mentioned his club’s balloon festival a fundraising event on October 7, 8, 9. He is also the president of pa healthcare insurance guys .com. He thought we’d enjoy the balloon fest because we have a lot of hot air. (I guess our reputation is getting around.)

Mr. Sharwani and his lovely wife and daughter, from Islamabad.

Rabbi David Ostrich or Ostridge (Some help here, Marshall.)  The Rabbi is a prospective member. 

One time member Charlie Hackett, who is going to rejoin us.

Elaine Short, a Rotary Exchange student who will be going to Spain soon.

Item:

Ms. Short, who volunteers for Centre Volunteers in Medicine (CVIM), spoke about a fund raiser that the mature club is sponsoring. It’s a sandwich sale. Please support the effort as it will benefit CVIM.

Item:

The 50/50 drawing. We watched with great anticipation as Bob Williams selected the 7 of Diamonds. A great wailing of sympathy cascaded throughout the room.
Item:

The Auction Item was donated by Paul Bell. The gift card from Harrison’s Restaurant was won by Rose Kauffman with a high bid of $30.

Item:  

Happy, Happy Bucks were given by the following: 

Ron Quinn commemorating the arrival of his first grandson.

Linda Friedman to welcome Joe Geise back.

Pam Ferguson who recently returned from a month long trip to China.

Paul Rutter because he was taking his wife to the airport….again.
Dana Catalano, in honor of Ray Papale’s imminent induction.

Item: Reminder. Rotary shirt orders are still being taken.

Item: The Imminent Induction of Ray Papale. 
The long awaited event finally happened as Dana welcomed Ray to the fold. In her induction speech, President Teresa talked about the 4 avenues of service and noted that each member takes a journey to find his or her service niche. Ray will receive his red badge next week.

Ray stated that he is proud and honored to serve in Rotary.

Item:  

Pat Coble introduced the speaker for the meeting, Al Matyasovsky of the Office of Physical Plant at Penn State. He was accompanied by Paul Ruskin, who handles PR for OPP.
Al spoke about the Trash to Treasure event which has garnered national attention for PSU. The event is about to enter its 5th year, 4th at Beaver Stadium. The real heroes are the students, who donate the items, and the volunteers who catalog and price them. This has become a major community success story. “It is a wonderful coming together of the community for a good cause,” Al said. Some interesting facts:
All items are donated, not just abandoned by the students. 

About 16,000 PSU students donate to the United Way fundraiser

The event raised about $55,000 this year, selling 80 tons of “stuff.”

About 1,000 people volunteered to help set it up.

“I still get choked up when I think about the woman who said to me, ‘Now my kids will look like everybody else’s this year.’ It was because she was able to buy clothes for very low prices. And God bless her.”

The most unusual items sold?    A mink coat, several wedding gowns, and the hood of a Camaro. I think there may be a novella buried in that last sentence. 

Please check the assignments for the August 18 meeting on the Website. 
Respectfully submitted, I am Rotarily yours,

Harry Zimbler

