State College Downtown Rotary Club
Meeting Minutes of Thursday, 8 December 2005

The meeting was called to order by President Teresa Davis at 12:10 PM.

50/50 Drawing:  George Trudeau was the lucky member whose number was drawn.  George theatrically drew the eight of spades.  We all feel for George.

Auction Item:  Roger Fetter donated a gift certificate to Barnes and Noble (how auspicious) which was claimed by Rainer Domalsky with a bid of $45.  Thank you Rainer.  At the end of the meeting, Rainer donated the gift certificate to D.H. Short for the library effort in Mississippi.
Happy Bucks:  Paul Rutter had a happy buck because his wife is leaving him, yet again.  This time she is bound for Sweden.  Bra spela Fru Rutter!  George Trudeau was tickled because the approaching snow storm means early skiing.  Chris Potalivo had a happy buck because his daughter, who had to be taken to the emergency room from school in an ambulance the other day due to an asthma attack, is fine.

Club Assembly:  

Treasurer’s report:  Carl Hill reported that we are in good shape and that our hat passing in November for the Rotary Rose Bowl Parade float netted a $40 donation.

Secretary’s report:  Linda Friedman reported that our membership roster is 56 and declining and that attendance while up to 60% for November continues to be dismal.  Come on people, try to make the meeting and if you just can’t, complete a make-up at another club or at the eclub.  Point your web browser to:  http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/index.html click on Programs and follow the directions.  At the end you print out your make up slip and submit it to current secretary Ms. Friedman.

Announcements/Notices

Teresa:  
· Teresa thanked the president of the “other” State College Rotary club for his yeoman service in completing the Dictionary Project.  John Vincenti was present for all of the Rotary dictionary donations at all the Centre County elementary schools.  John was presented with one of our club coffee mugs in honor of his dedication and hard work. 

· Next week is the annual holiday auction fund raiser.  Please remember to bring in an item for auction in the $5.00 to $10.00 range.
· Ron Quinn and Leanne Martin have resigned from the club.  Ron because he is going back to graduate school and Leanne because the duties of her new position require her to be on the road and out of town frequently.  We wish them well.  This is the reason that Linda reported our membership was 56 and declining.

· The Festival of Trees snack bar is running low on cookies.  Please bake your hearts out and bring your end result to the snack bar at the Ag Arena.  It would be nice if you could package the cookies, three or four to a baggie, but that is not necessary.  

· Coupon Books.  Sell, SELL, S E L L!!!  Paul Rutter has made and distributed a flyer that lists the coupons inside the book and generally extols the virtue of the books.  Print out and use!

· The club received a request from Corry Niederer, a Penn’s Valley high school student, for financial assistance in attending the Presidential Leadership meetings next spring.  The meetings are held in Washington, D.C.  Several members of our club have had children attend this event in the past and all seemed to agree that it is a worthwhile event.  The club donated $100 to Corry’s cause.

· Pam Ferguson has been placed in charge of Bad Grammar at South Hills Business School.  Pam admits that this is a formidable challenge.  What an honor!
Gary Brytzuk:  the annual holiday party will be at Gary’s house, 1252 Park Hills Avenue West, State College on 21 December 2005.  Park Hills Avenue West is located off Circleville Road.  If you are coming from Atherton, turn onto Blue Course Drive (Giant Market), turn right onto Circleville at the traffic light, take the third right from Circleville onto Park Hills Avenue West and Gary’s driveway is the first driveway after the Cambridge intersection.  If you are coming from Valley Vista or Science Park turn onto Circleville as though you were going towards Atherton.  Turn left at the second road to your left (Park Hills Ave West) from Circleville.  Follow info above.  Kudos to Gary and Sharon for making the party reality at such short notice.  Let’s make it the best attended party ever!
Carl Hill:  Carl announced that he had some Dictionary thank you’s from the students and principal from Panorama Elementary.

Hugh Mose:  We have received a matching grant for our World Community Project that is trying to outfit 8 classrooms with furniture at a school in Istanbul, Turkey.  Our club commitment is $2000 and the total pledged between our club and district and the club and district in Turkey is $19,000.

John Vincenti:  the holiday party for the other club will be held at the Nittany Lion Inn on 11 December 2005.  There is a social hour from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM and dinner is slated for 6:00 PM.  The cost is $20 per person.

Speaker:  We had a very special guest speaker at this club assembly.  D. H. Short, M.D., was introduced by Linda Friedman.  “D.H.” is an irrepressible gentleman who hails from Pass Christian, Mississippi.  As you are aware, Pass Christian was at the middle of ground zero of the landfall of Hurricane Katrina.  Some of Dr. Short’s friends were killed in this tragedy and the whole town was thoroughly devastated, including DH’s home.  Pass Christian; a town of 6500 people now numbers only 750.  Out of every 4 people, 1 is sure they want to stay, 2 don’t know and 1 wants to leave.

The infrastructure of the city is destroyed.  Many homes cannot be rebuilt until water, sewer and electricity is restored.  It has taken since Katrina hit in late August to clear away the debris so that infrastructure can be accessed for repair or replacement and D.H. believes that formal rebuilding efforts will begin in the middle of January.
Despite this destruction, however, the people of Pass Christian first set their minds to rebuilding the local public library.  These people deemed the cultural rebuilding and the rebuilding of the very fabric of their society was the most crucial element in the rebirth of their neighborhoods.  As such the first efforts at continuing were centered around the creation of a space for books and the accumulation of books for the children and residents.  The library also gave a safe place for children to go.  D.H. stated that the library also afforded older people, such as those represented by the other State College Rotary club, to hang out.

The local Rotary club paid for the restoration of utilities for the library and the Friends of the Library paid other costs associated with getting the library up and running.  Solicitations for books went out and the national response was overwhelming.  Soon they had so many books that they started getting duplicates, which they generously then donated to other local libraries whose entire collections had also been lost.  A Rotary club in Amherst, Massachusetts, donated Barnes and Noble debit cards in the amount of $100 each for each teacher in the school district so that they could obtain necessary books and teaching materials.
The Rotary club of Pass Christian also created a Rotary Charity Trust Fund which funnels money and donations to:  the Library, Building Supplies, a Boy Scout Hut, the Adopt a Sewer program, and a dump truck for the municipality.  Pass Christian needs to replace 200,000 feet of sewer line at a cost of $200 per linear foot.  The adopt a sewer program allows individuals or groups to donate $2,000 to fix 10 linear feet of sewer.  The time estimate for replacing the damaged sewer lines is 1.5 years and homes cannot be rebuilt until this task his done.
Dr. Short provided many moving and emotional anecdotes on the state of affairs in Pass Christian.  This is a location ripe for Rotary assistance and aid.  This is a town with a very vital life force, but they do need assistance to rebuild and recreate their town.  A flyer was passed out by D.H. seeking donations for specific areas of concern.  If you need more information, contact John Vincente at the State College Rotary Club.

